
 

                                                                                                          

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Oman: a Promised Land for Belgian SMEs 
 

  
 
 

                                                                                               

Focus: American Outfitters: a family adventure that lead to a success story

The Belgian fashion brand, American Outfitters, was born in 1993 as a result of a great
working relationship between three sisters: Patricia creates, Caroline sales and Nathalie
manages. The elegant and casual clothing line addresses to kids and women in the mid-
thirties and benefits from a great success in many countries. The new prestigious mall in
Dubai, Alhazm, is now about to welcome American Outfitters clothes as a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was recently signed by Al Emadi Enterprises, the developer of the
Alhazm project and the Belgian brand. It seems highly probable that the effortless chic style
will enjoy a true success among this promising Emirati market.

Newsletter August 2015 

 Read the article 

Belgian display cases and podiums ready to highlight the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi’s works of art  

Meyvaert Glass Engineering, a company from Ghent founded in 1826, has been chosen 

by the master developer of Saadiyat’s Cultural District to provide around a hundred 
tailored cases to the museum designed by the French architect Jean Nouvel, which 
construction should end by the beginning of 2016. This contract represents the most 
important one for the enterprise this year and Steven De Tollenaere, the CEO, says he is 
pleased to participate in this prestigious project that will allow him to show once again its 
technical know-how in the Gulf States after the successful experiences of the King Abdul 
Aziz Museum in Saudi Arabia and the Sharjah Centre for Gulf Studies in the United Arab 
Emirates. Visitors will enjoy admiring the magnificent art works of the Louvre Abu Dhabi 
presented in Meyvaert’s display cases which will seem to rise up from the floor and in 
generous bell jars thought to embrace all points of view on the art pieces. 

 Read the article 

 Read the article 

According to Kris Castelein, counsellor – investment and trade, from the Embassy 

of Belgium in Riyadh, SMEs from Belgium stand ready to seize the numerous 
business opportunities provided by Oman. He points out expertise and innovative 
offers as the main qualities of Belgian companies and gives the example of the 
exportation of protective clothing for oil and gas employees. The principal areas 
where Belgian enterprises could encounter success in the Sultanate would be 
minerals, software and building materials. With Oman’s preoccupation for 
economic diversification, green technology as well as the service sector may also 
be central markets. Belgian exports are worth €160 million and one can only bet on 
their increase for the next years. 
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Lucibel: a French SME that seized its chance in the Gulf States 

        
 

                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

Did you know?

In the beginning of the year, no less than 35 French companies participated in the World
Future Energy Summit & International Water Summit in Abu Dhabi. Many innovative SMEs
were able to present their products. The European expertise in the renewable energy field
benefited from a great recognition. With many projects that show a “green preoccupation” as
Masdar city creation, a zero carbon-emission city, it’s time for European enterprises in this
sector to be aware of the many business opportunities that exist in the Gulf States.

France and the United Arab Emirates: precious business ties 

The celebration of the 14th of July, National Day of the French Republic, in Dubai, led to an encounter between 

Abdullah Bin Mohammad Bel Haif Al Nuaimi, Minister of Public Works in the UAE and Michel Miraillet, French 
Ambassador to the UAE. The unique trade relationship between the two countries was underlined by Michel 
Miraillet who evoked the main sectors in which French companies expertise may serve UAE’s priorities as energy, 
aerospace, defence, environment, innovation and smart cities, transportation, industry, food security and tourism. 
According to the French Ambassador, concerning the exports to the UAE, the four central sectors are “food industry, 
aeronautics, electrical and mechanical equipment and consumer goods, notably luxury”. French exports to the Gulf 
state continue increasing, reaching more than 4 billion euro for the second year in a row and the two countries seam 
to share the will to intensify trade relations. The Dubai Expo 2020 will certainly constitute a great opportunity to 
French SMEs that will be able to present their know-how in the innovative and technological fields. 

The company is specialized in conceiving products and lightning facilities related to the 

LED technology and was founded in 2008 by its actual CEO, Frédéric Granotier. Lucibel 
very low energy consumption type of lights addresses particulars, enterprises as well as 
local authorities. After having showed a true interest on expanding its business in the 
Middle East and two distribution contracts signed with Emirati societies in 2012, the 
enterprise decided to open a new office in Dubai’s free trade zone dedicated to new-
technologies: Dubai Silicon Oasis. Frédéric Granotier explains his choice by the great 
popularity encountered by his products in the Gulf countries that show a true dynamism 
in the construction sector and a high demand for sustainable solutions. 

 Read the article 

 

 Read the article 

Monbana: a recipe for success 

Monbana is a French chocolatier house founded in 1934 by Louis Guattari that has remained a 

family business over the years. The manufacturer of hot and cold beverages, chocolate and 
coffee accompaniments already works with distribution partners in Saudi Arabia and in the 
United Arab Emirates. His main clients are hotels, restaurants and cafés and according to Julien 
Mostini, the export manager at Monbana, frappes and milkshakes benefit from a true success 
among the Gulf States because of the hot weather. Participating to Gulfood 2015 allowed the 
French company to present its new range of products like Mocha, Lemon, Mango & Passion Fruit 
and Litchi frappes which popularity will certainly continue to soar in the Middle East. 

 Read the article 
 

LD-Export Sàrl, 2, rue Pletzer, 8080- Bertrange 
Grand-Duché du Luxembourg 

RCS: B 180785 
TVA LU 26412158 

BIL : LU47 0026 7100 5902 9100  BIC : BILLLULL 
www.ld-export.com 
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http://www.hoteliermiddleeast.com/22952-monbana-promotes-new-frappe-range-at-gulfood/

